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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 CFR 1.97 AND 1.98 

MAIL STOP: DD 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to Rule 97 and in compliance with Rule 56, Applicants submit herewith the items 
listed on the attached Form PTO/SB/08A and hereby request that the Office consider them in its 
consideration of the above-referenced application and make them of record in the case. Copies of 
the listed items are enclosed. In accordance with 37 CFR § 97(e), Applicants hereby certify that 
each item contained herein was cited in a communication from a foreign Patent Office (PCT 
International Search Authority) in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months 
prior to the filing of this statement. 

Submitted herewith is an English translation of the following foreign language patents, 
publications or information considered to be relevant: 

Abstract of DE 1 954424 1 
Abstract of DE10108572 
Abstract of DE10000384 
Abstract of DE3826144 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a representation 
that a search has been made (37 CFR 1.97(g)), an admission that the information cited is, or is 
considered to be, material to patentability or that no other material information exists. The filing 
of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as an admission against interest in 
any manner. 


Applicant: Andrew Knight 
Attorney No.: 60,408-469 
Page 2 of 2 

Applicants believe that no fee is due. However, should there be a fee associated with this 
document, please charge it to Deposit Account No. 08-2789. A duplicate of this paper is enclosed. 


Respectfully submitted, 


HOWARD & HOWARD ATTORNEYS, P.C. 


April 13, 2004 


Date 



^Smes R. Y^e, Registration No. 34,460 

The Pinehurst Office Center, Suite #101 
39400 Woodward Ave. 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304-5151 
(248) 645-1483 


Enclosures: 
PTO/SB/08A w/ Cited References 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 


I hereby certify that this INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service as First Class Mail, postage prepaid, in an 
envelope addressed to Commissioner for Trademarks, P.O. Box 16471, Arlington, VA 
22214-1471, on April 13. 2004 . 

Melissa S. Dadisman 


Please type 


us sign (+) inside this box 


PTO/SB/08A (08-00) , 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651 -003 IT 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 


Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


Filing Date 


First Named Inventor 


Group Art Unit 


Examiner Name 


10/701,142 


November 4, 2003 


Andrew Knight 


3747 


Unknown 


Sheet 


1 


of 


1 


Attorney Docket Number 


60,408-469 (DP-311281) 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 

Examiner 
Initials * 

Cite 
No. 1 

U.S. Patent Document 

Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 

Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 

Pages, Columns. Lines, Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 

Kl , Kind Code 2 
Number 

{if known) 



5,553,592 


Bauerle et al. 

09/10/1996 

Equivalent to EP0704619A1 







































































































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 

Examiner 
Initials* 

Cite 
No. 1 

Foreign Patent Document 

Name of Patentee 
or Applicant of 
Cited Document 

Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 

Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Office* Numb* 



EP 

0704619 

A1 

Bauerle 

07/20/1995 

Equivalent to 
US5.553.592 




DE 

19544241 

A1 

Volkswagen 

06/13/1996 





DE 

10108572 

A1 

Caterpillar Inc 

09/27/2001 





DE 

10000384 

A1 

Volkswagen 

07/12/2001 





DE 

3826144 

A1 

Voest Alpine 

02/15/1990 








































Examiner 


Date 


-Signature 


Considered 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

ii 

1 Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code 
(WIPO Standard ST. 3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the 
patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is 
to place a check mark hee if English language Translation is attached. 
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